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Sir: 


PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


The following preliminary amendments and remarks are respectfully submitted. Please 
enter the following amendments before examination of the subject application: 
TN THE DRAWINGS : 

Please refer to the concurrently-filed Request For Approval of Drawings Changes. 


a plurality of dispensers, each dispenser being associated with at least one antenna; 

a controller for receiving a detection notification firom a first antenna, the first antenna 
being associated with a first dispenser and corresponding to a first detector; 

a tag interrogator connected to the at least one antenna for transmitting an interrogation 
signal to a tag through the first anterma and for receiving information firom the tag afi;er the first 
antenna is activated; and 


TN THE CLAIMS: 


Please add the following new claims: 


2. 


A system for conducting cashless business transactions comprising: 
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a point of sale device for receiving the information from the tag interrogator and for 
activating the first dispenser. 

3. The system of claim 2, wherein the information comprises a unique customer 
identification number. 

4. The system of claim 2, wherein the information comprises customer frequent purchase 
information. 

5. The system of claim 2, wherein the controller is connected to the point of sale device, 

6. The system of claim 2, further comprising: 

a network host for receiving the information from the point of sale device, linking the 
information to a customer's account, and authorizing a transaction. 

7. The system of claim 2, wherein the point of sale device activates the first dispenser after a 
transaction has been authorized. 

8. The system of claim 2, wherein a transaction is not authorized until a customer enters 
a personal identification number in the point of sale device. 

9. The system of claim 2, wherein the tag is a sticker radio frequency identification tag. 


1 0. The system of claim 2, wherein before activating the first dispenser the point of sale 
device validates the tag and offers a customer an option to pay through an account associated 
with the customer. 

11. A method for validating a tag, comprising: 

receiving tag write data fi*om a point of sale device after a tag detection start message has 
been sent to the point of sale device; and 

writing the tag write data into the tag. 

REMARKS 

Favorable consideration of the present application is respectfully requested in view of the 
foregoing amendments. Claims 2-1 1 have been added to better define the invention. Claims 1- 
1 1 are pending in the application. 

Entry of this Amendment and the issuance of a Notice of Allowance of the pending 
claims are respectfiilly solicited. In the event there are any questions relating to this Amendment 
or the application in general, it would be appreciated if the Examiner would telephone the 
undersigned attorney concerning such questions so that prosecution of this application may be 
expedited. Please charge any shortage or credit any overpajnnent of fees to Deposit Account No. 
23-2185(111039-00110). 

In the event that a petition for an extension of time is required to be submitted herewith 
and in the event that a separate petition does not accompany this response, Applicant hereby 
petitions under 37 CFR 1.136(a) for an extension of time for as many months as are required to 
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render this submission timely. 


Any fee due is authorized above. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ron PINKUS ^ 


Date: June 14, 2001 


By: 


ucha^CT. G¥e6nbaum 
Registration No. 28,419 
Attorney for Applicant 
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